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TERM 4 2017—In this issue: Farewell Year 12, Clontarf & Girls Academy, Girls Basketball, CAPA report, 

Youth Frontiers, Halloween fundraising and much more! 

 

 

Farewell Year 12! 

On the 22nd September, Year 12 students were farewelled at their 

Graduation Ceremony in the John Copp Auditorium. There were lots 

of laughs, and lots of tears! See a full list of award recipients on the 

following pages.  By the time you’re reading this, Year 12 students 

will have completed their HSC exams and we wish them all the best 

in the future. 

CLASS OF 

2017 
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2017 SPORTING AWARDS 

BEST AND FAIREST PLAYERS: 

BASKETBALL: Senior Boy: Corin Webster 

FOOTBALL:  Senior Boy: Blake Trasler 

HOCKEY:  Senior Girl: Gabbi D’Ambros 

OZ TAG:  Senior Girl: Ashley Bowen 

RUGBY LEAGUE: Senior Boy: Liam Hatch 

RUGBY UNION: Senior Girl: Jayme Lay 

SWIMMING: Senior Girl: Sarah Collison 

TENNIS:  Senior Boy: Lachlan Wasson 

  

2017 ACADEMIC AWARDS  

  

YSABELLE ALBERTSON  Outstanding Achievement in   Business Studies 

     Outstanding Achievement in   Mathematics General 2 

  

ASHLEY BOWEN   Outstanding Achievement in   English Studies 

     Outstanding Achievement in   Hospitality — Kitchen Operations 

  

AARON BROAD   Outstanding Achievement in   Industrial Technology — Timber 

     Outstanding Achievement in   Metal and Engineering 

  

GEORDIE BROWN  Excellence — First Place in    Business  

     Excellence — First Place in    Visual Arts 

     Outstanding Achievement in   English (Standard) 

     Outstanding Achievement in   PDHPE 

  

ABIGAIL CHRISTIAN  Excellence — First Place in       Agriculture 

     NSW Farmers Award  

     Outstanding Achievement in   Biology 

 

Year 12 Award Recipients 
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 SARAH COLLISON   Outstanding Achievement in   Business Studies 

     Outstanding Achievement in   English (Standard) 

  

REBECCA CRAIG   Excellence — First Place in    English Studies 

  

AMELIA DADD   Excellence — First Place in    Ancient History 

     Excellence — First Place in    Economics 

     Excellence — First Place in    Geography 

     Outstanding Achievement in   English (Advanced) 

     Outstanding Achievement in   PDHPE 

  

ALEXANDRA HAYWOOD Excellence — First Place in    Drama  

     Excellence — First Place in    Society and Culture 

  

CAITLIN KEMP   Excellence — First Place in    Biology  

     Outstanding Achievement in   Economics 

     Outstanding Achievement in   Food Technology 

     Outstanding Achievement in   Geography 

  

CHARLTON LANE   Excellence — First Place in    Software Design and Development 

     Outstanding Achievement in   Chemistry 

     Outstanding Achievement in   Economics 

     Outstanding Achievement in   Mathematics Extension 2 

     Outstanding Achievement in   Physics 

  

HANNAH LONG   Excellence — First Place in    English (Advanced) 

     Excellence — First Place in    English Extension 1 

     Excellence — First Place in    Legal Studies 

     Newman & Pengilley Award 

     Excellence—First Place in     Mathematics 

     Outstanding Achievement in   Chemistry 

     Outstanding Achievement in   Physics 
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TRAVIS MCPHEE   Outstanding Achievement in   Mathematics  

     Outstanding Achievement in   PDHPE 

     Outstanding Achievement in   Software Design and Development 

  

BRIANNA MEAD   Excellence — First Place in     Community and Family Studies 

     Excellence — First Place in    English (Standard)  

     Excellence — First Place in    Mathematics General 2 

     Excellence — First Place in    Music 1 

     Outstanding Achievement in   Legal Studies 

  

LACHLAN MILLS   Excellence — First Place in     Metal and Engineering 

  

JASMINE PACE   Excellence — First Place in    PDHPE 

     Excellence — First Place in    Textiles 

     Outstanding Achievement in   English (Standard) 

     Outstanding Achievement in   Geography 

     Outstanding Achievement in   Mathematics 

     Outstanding Achievement in   Mathematics Extension 1 

  

KAVANAGH  PALLIER  Outstanding Achievement in   Metal  and Engineering  

     Outstanding Achievement in   Sport, Lifestyle and Recreation  

  

MADISON RAWSTHORNE Outstanding Achievement in   Biology  

     Outstanding Achievement in   Business Studies 

     Outstanding Achievement in   Mathematics General 2 

  

EMILY  REAIDI   Excellence — First Place in    Hospitality - Kitchen Operations 

     Outstanding Achievement in   Community and Family Studies 

  

KELLY RUSSELL   Excellence — First Place in    English Extension 2 

     Excellence — First Place in    Modern History 

     McKeller Award 



 

Piper St, Tamworth, NSW, 2340  Ph: 02 6776 1677 email: oxley-h.school@det.nsw.edu.au  website: www.oxley-h.schools.nsw.edu.au 

 
 OJASWI SHILPAKER  Outstanding Achievement in   Economics 

     Outstanding Achievement in   Mathematics Extension 1 

     Outstanding Achievement in   Mathematics Extension 2 

     Outstanding Achievement in   Physics 

  

CHLOE SIDDONS   Outstanding Achievement in   Geography 

     Outstanding Achievement in   PDHPE     

      

  

CHLOE SINGH   Excellence — First Place in    Dance 

     Outstanding Achievement in   Biology 

  

BLAKE TRASLER   Excellence — First Place in    Sport, Lifestyle and Recreation  

  

EMMA WARD   Excellence — First Place in    Food Technology 

     Outstanding Achievement in   Community and Family Studies 

     Outstanding Achievement in   English (Standard) 

     Outstanding Achievement in   Geography 

     Outstanding Achievement in   Textiles 

     Outstanding Achievement in   Visual Arts 

  

LACHLAN WASSON  Excellence — First Place in    Chemistry 

     Excellence — First Place in    Mathematics Extension 1 

     Excellence — First Place in    Mathematics Extension 2 

     Excellence — First Place in    Physics 

  

EMMA WELLS   Outstanding Achievement in   Business Studies 

     Outstanding Achievement in   English (Standard) 

     Outstanding Achievement in   PDHPE 

      Outstanding Achievement in   Textiles 
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CAPA (Creative and 

Performing Arts) 

 

The CAPA faculty had an amazing, action packed 

and fun filled Term 3. Year 12 and staff were heavily 

involved in the completion and finalisation of their 

HSC major works in Music, Art and Drama. Many 

hours of blood, sweat and tears went into these 

exemplary pieces of work. Excursions went out to 

see Art Express at the Tamworth Regional Art Gal-

lery, which exhibits the best 2016 NSW HSC Art 

works. We hosted 50 future Primary students and 

gave them a taste of what’s on offer here at Oxley 

in our “Out of the box” Workshop experience! Ox-

ley Live was again on show giving us a taste of our 

best performing students here at Oxley. Drama stu-

dents performed Live at the Drivers Expo. CAPA 

Council was at it again fundraising and handing out 

awards to students who have achieved excellence 

in the CAPA faculty.  

‘Out of the box’ 

Last term, Oxley hosted 50 Primary students from our surrounding local schools and gave them a taste of 

what it is like to be here on campus. Four workshops were organised by our staff. Mrs Jury-Radford held 

manipulative sculpture classes. Mrs Hill arranged fashionista photographic sessions. Mr Parnell got down 

and dirty beating up some boxes in unique drumming sessions and finally Stage Performance was offered 

by Ms Creighton who blew away the crowd with their unique interpretation of Goldilocks and the three 

bears. Year 6 had an amazing time and we cannot wait to see them here at Oxley in the future. A big 

thanks again to all the teachers involved and CAPA council for manning the BBQ once again! 
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Student Achievement 

Geordie Brown is a student who has represented Oxley in many ways but if you ever get the chance to 

see him in action, you know he places a lot of time and effort into the creative nature. This being his final 

year, he has made remarkable achievements and we would all like to congratulate 

him on his achievements and wish him the best of luck into the future. 

- 2017 –invited by professional short film company to be script supervisor in charge of 

continuity, filming in Manilla with actors such as Gary Sweet on a five day shoot. 

- Interviewed a number of times on ABC radio and local TV about his films. 

- Represented his school when he was asked to sing solo the National Anthem in the TREC for the 

Tamworth Australia Day Ceremony 2017. 

- Represented Oxley in many roles, lead and ensemble in many Tamworth Musical Society Produc-

tions ie. Sound of Music, Sunset Boulevard, Phantom of the Opera, Suessical and My Fair Lady.  

- Drama performance International Night 2013 

- State Finalist Rotary Public Speaking 2017 

- State Finalist Public Speaking NSW DET 2017 

- State Finalist Debating NSW DET 2017 

- Represented School and Rotary at MUNA and was voted by his peer participants Most Outstanding Delegate two years in a 

row. 

- While doing all this he has for years studied violin and voice at the Tamworth Regional Conservatorium of Music. 

                                                      A rising star in the Performing Arts 

 Year 11 Drama student Mitchell Lewin is quickly attaching a list of credits to his 

name in the performing arts. Most recently, Mitchell has been accepted into the 

State Drama Ensemble, an elite band of performers that will perform at 2017's 

State Drama Conference later this year. Prior to this, Mitchell was selected to 

attend NSW's State Drama Camp where his final project culminating from his time 

at the camp (a self devised group performance in which he was a main contributor 

to its process) was selected to be performed for industry practitioners and teachers at the State Drama 

Conference. 

Closer to home, Mitchell was hand selected for his obvious potential by Rob McDougall to participate in 

master classes in voice coaching and stagecraft provided by a crew of Sydney professionals that came for 

the Epiphanies performances at the Capitol Theatre earlier in the year. He was also asked to represent 

the State Schooling platform recently for Education Week in Dance, another area in which he is excelling 

and you will find him filling musical theatre roles in Tamworth Musical Society productions on the week-

end.  

His class work in Drama is also impressive. Mitch helped lead the development of the picture book “I 

Have A Black Dog” into a group-devised piece in Greek Tragedy style.  

Mitchell has just performed as a featured artist, singing and dancing his way through CAPERS 2017. 
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Girls Basketball 

On Tuesday the 10th of October the under 15 girls’ basketball team headed away to Byron Bay to play 

for a spot in the top 8 of the state. 

After a long haul on the bus, and an afternoon at the beach the girls were ready to take on the opposi-

tion. The girls realised early in the 1st quarter they were in for a fight, they were down 7-4 in the 1st 

quarter. 2nd quarter ended with an 11 all draw with Georgia Griffiths scoring 7 points to level the game 

at half time. After a pep talk from coach Gina Watt at half time the girls came out firing to end the 3rd 

quarter in our favour 15-19.  Going into the 4th quarter the Year 9 girls took the court knowing they had 

to give it their all if they were to win that spot in the top 8. Despite the humidity the girls played to the 

best of their ability with Georgia scoring 3 goals straight up followed by Jada Ison scoring 3 and then 

Georgia scoring again to end the game with a score of 17-29 with great vocal support from the sideline 

by the rest of the team. It was an all-round team effort with Georgia Griffiths standing out in scoring with 

a total of 19 points and Samantha Schuberth standing out in the rebounding and defence. 

The team: Year 7- Zarli Humble, Josie Humble, Zhara Hudson. 

                   Year 8- Imogen Collett, Lori Rivenell. 

                  Year 9- Ronika Brown, Abbey Prout, Jada Ison, Georgia Griffiths, Samantha Schuberth. 



 

Piper St, Tamworth, NSW, 2340  Ph: 02 6776 1677 email: oxley-h.school@det.nsw.edu.au  website: www.oxley-h.schools.nsw.edu.au 

 

 

On Halloween, the new Year 12 students ran their first charity event for the school. Students enjoyed the 

day with spooky cupcakes, icecream spiders and a photo booth. The students are raising money for their 

charity ‘Beyond Blue’ which promotes good mental health and provides support and information on anx-

iety, depression and suicide. A big thank you to all of the students who supported the students and made 

this day a huge success. 
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The end of Term 3 saw the Year 12 Clontarf participants embark on the journey of a life time to Far 

North Queensland. Cairns was the destination of this year's major senior camp with 4 boys reaching the 

criteria for the camp which included above 85% school attendance, high involvement at trainings and 

afternoon activities as well as consistent effort in their schooling. The boys had the opportunity to wake 

board at the Cable Wake Park, board the Sky rail at Kuranda, shop at the famous night markets, snorkel 

off Fitzroy Island and visit a crocodile farm.  

 

The trip had many enjoyable aspects; however, as with any major camp, the boys were asked to prepare 

and conduct a corporate presentation to one of Clontarf’s prospective partners and on this occasion, it 

was Tropical Reef Shipyard. This was a great leadership opportunity for our fellas where they were able to 

practice their communication skills with an adult audience. On the last day of the trip we got together 

with Trinity Bay, Dalby and Cairns State High Clontarf academies for an afternoon of basketball and shar-

ing stories.  

Heath Falkenmire | Operations Officer 

OXLEY CLONTARF ACADEMY 

Oxley High School 

M: 0407002191  |  PH: 6766 1677 

Email: heath.falkemire3@det.nsw.edu.au 

Oxley Academy 

Update  Term 4—2017 
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 During Week 2 of Term 4, the Singleton Academy hosted the regional table tennis tournament camp. 

Oxley took two sides away comprising of a guns and a funs team to compete against some of the best 

table tennis players in the North West and Upper Hunter region. The camp included a cultural bush 

walk through the Baiame Caves and each boy participated in a community activity, which included: 

- Fundraising BBQ for the SES 

- Establishing a greenhouse at Milbrodale Public School 

- Selling raffle tickets to raise money for the Cancer Council 

- Community Garden Maintenance 

- Developing the Support Unit’s vegie garden 

The Northern NSW Table Tennis Tournament was held on Thursday night in the Singleton High School 

Multipurpose Centre. Each team had the opportunity to play every attending academy. The boys were 

well behaved for the duration of the tournament and played some outstanding table tennis. Both of the 

finals were close, with Moree taking out the Funs Competition and Bourke taking out the Guns Compe-

tition. 

Heath Falkenmire | Operations Officer 

OXLEY CLONTARF ACADEMY 

Oxley High School 

M: 0407002191  |  PH: 6766 1677 

Email: heath.falkemire3@det.nsw.edu.au 

Oxley Academy 

Update  Term 4—2017 
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Congratulations Isabelle! 

A huge congratulation to Isabelle Daley of Yr 11 on being 1 of 100 selected in the state to represent Ox-

ley High School at the NSW Schools Constitutional Convention to be held in November at Parliament 

House in Sydney. 

The selection process was on the topic of The Commonwealth of Australia Constitutional Act- Section 

44. In which Isabelle had to write an extended response to: “Do the disqualifications for members of 

parliament as listed in section 44 of the Australian Constitution adequately reflect modern Australian 

society? and should this section of the constitution be updated?”   

As a result of Isabelle’s response and selection, our local Federal Member of Parliament, Barnaby Joyce, 

was very impressed with the way she expressed her argument, as this is a matter close to his heart, he 

personally acknowledged her for her efforts.  

As this is a huge topic of interest at the moment, the ABC Radio caught wind of Isabelle’s response, her 

selection and acknowledgement from Hon. Barnaby Joyce and called her to organise an interview to 

discuss her selection to attend the Schools Constitutional Convention. 

We wish Isabelle all the luck and we hope you impress. 
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Links to Learning program – Year 9 students 

The Links to Learning program ran again in 2017 for selected Year 9 students. It is a partnership program 

between TAFE and local high schools designed to engage students and help prepare them for their post-

school future. It also allows students to gain first-hand experience in the TAFE environment to allow 

them to make an informed decision in choosing TAFE or the Senior school as an educational option. 

The students studied Animal, Hair and Beauty, Automotive and Construction modules. They were also 

involved in community programs on campus and through field trips. These included first aid, a youth bul-

lying forum, a visit to the Army Reserves, Headspace, UNE, Centrecare, Woolworths, and a fitness pro-

gram. They attained Certificate II in their chosen field and can now choose to build their formal qualifica-

tions with further certificates in future years. On completion of the program the students will be given 

priority when enrolling in courses next year. 
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YOUTH  FRONTIERS  PROGRAM 

A huge congratulations to the students participating in the Youth Frontiers program. After six months of 

intense work and commitment we still have the original 16 students who commenced involved in project 

completions. 

Last Wednesday all students attended an excursion to Tamworth Youthie, to set up projects for their 

Showcase Presentation to community and family. We were very fortunate to have state MP Kevin Ander-

son attend. Mr Anderson showed great interest in each project spending over an hour walking around 

and discussing ideas with each student. What amazing young ambassadors for Oxley High these young 

people have become. The staff at Tamworth Youthie questioned Mr McPherson on which high school we 

came from. They complimented all our students on their amazing behaviour and beautiful manners. 

The showcase organised by YWCA coordinator Ashley Walton was a fantastic display and celebration of 

the work and input of our students and their community mentors. 

The aim of the Youth frontiers Program has been skills development for lifelong learning. The use of 

SMART goals has seen education expanded to include the following skills; Planning, teamwork, commu-

nication, problem solving, task management and organisation experience. We have developed confi-

dence and self-belief in areas of public speaking, action planning and implementing goals. Exposure to 

high profile community & civic leaders such as the Mayor of Tamworth, Kevin Anderson our local parlia-

mentary state representative and Education professionals such as Ruythe Dufty, Regional Director of Ed-

ucation at Pitch Day in the UNE centre have been amazing experiences for these students.  Constructive 

feedback from community organisations and groups enabled fine tuning of projects which has led to im-

plementation for students and their mentors. 

Areas explored include: homeless services, financial risk, animal welfare, vegetable growing for elderly, 

recycling and sustainable gardening, native gardens, children’s playground development, pollution, men-

tal health, body image, bullying, white ribbon & Pink, say no to family violence. 

Thank you to the families for allowing permission and supporting your children throughout the past 6 

months of project development. How exciting for you to see your child acknowledged at the showcase 

and the opportunity to meet their mentors as well. 

A big thank you to those the staff that were able to attend and celebrate our student’s achievement at 

the showcase. Mr King will remember the night for some time due to his awesome support given to Mr 

McPherson and the students’ over the last 6 months. 

Projects and student experiences will be presented in future Logbook editions. 
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Youth Frontiers 

Year 6 Taster Lessons 

This term, future Oxley High School students have participated in a range of taster lessons. This has pro-

vided the opportunity to meet other students who will form the Year 7 2018 cohort, meet teachers and 

tour the school.  

Students have engaged in activities including decorating biscuits in Food Tech, making doorstops in 

Woodwork, visiting the animals in Agriculture, counting in French and conducting experiments in Sci-

ence. The next exciting events on the calendar are the Transition Disco and Orientation Day. 

Year 6 students will attend Orientation Day on Tuesday 5th December. Ms Lauren Beckinsale is the Year 

7 Year Advisor for 2018. 
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Out and About… 

Mr Radford and his Year 11 Agriculture class ‘dress up’ for their Farm Product Study excur-

sion to Teys Abattoirs in Tamworth.  

Futsal news... 

A massive congratulations to Lachlan Wilson, Daniel Peel, Jeremiah Barbara and Matthew Peel who have 

recently received the news they have been selected in Australian Futsal sides.  

Lachlan and Daniel will tour Italy late in 2018 with the under 16 side and Jeremiah and Matthew will tour 

Brazil with the under 15's. The boys have worked hard all year on their football skills and fitness though 

the Talented Athlete Program and the rewards are evident with their national selection. The Oxley com-

munity wish them all the best with their overseas adventures next year. 

 

During the recent school holidays Bridey O’Neil represented Far North NSW at the National School Futsal 

Championships in Brisbane. She was selected for her performance during the competition earlier this 

year at Coffs Harbour where the OHS girls team won.  

This was a great experience for her and she was put into the U14 team as they could not field an U12 

team (her age group).  

Since then, Bridey was offered a position in the Australian U13 Girls Futsal team to travel to Barcelona in 

2018. She is very much looking forward to competing in Brisbane with the OHS Girls Futsal team next 

month. Well done Bridey! 
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Teapot examples from 9B Art. 

This semester Year 9 Visual Arts students explored and demonstrated an understanding of the Modern 

Art Movements through creating a teapot. Students began by constructing a clay teapot, it was then 

bisque fired in the kiln before being painted to create an interesting artwork. 

Jo Pursehouse (Visual Arts Teacher). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

                Eleanor English        Ashley Hession 

          “This is not a Teabag” inspired by Surrealism    “The Scream” inspired by Expressionism  

           Art Movement and artist Rene Magritte.    Movement and artist Edvard Munch. 

  

 

 

 

Ashleigh Gresser 

"This is not a Cactus” inspired by Surrealism Art 

Movement and artist Rene Magritte. 

Foreground:  Ayesha Menzies 

“Starry Night” inspired by Vincent van Gogh 

and Post Impressionism. 

Background: Brittany Powell “Pop Art Teapot” 
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Holly Ward “Composition 

1” inspired by the De Stijl 

Art Movement and artist 

Piet Mondrian.  

 

Right: Jynaya 

Shultz  "Appropriation of 

Modern Art"  

 

Brooke Whitney and Right: Paige 

Robards teapots inspired by Jackson 

Pollock from Abstract Expressionism.  

  

Katie Low  “ An appropriation of Mod-

ern Art “  and  Right: Jynaya  Schultz 

“Vincent’s Starry Night”  
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Oxley High School Production 2018—HENRY: or The Lives and Wives of a 

Merry Monarch 

A huge congratulations to the students who auditioned successfully for the school musical set for Term 2 

2018. The cast list is as follows: 

Henry – Michell Lewin 

Archie – Arden Lafforgue 

Slacko – Freddie Bailey-Cook 

King Above Parr – Lachlan Russell 

Queen Above Parr – Hannah Burton 

Catherine Below Parr – Phoebe Parnell 

Catherine Howard – Tiana Varcoe 

Catherine of Arrogance – Bree Emery 

Jane Seymour – Makayla O’Leary 

Ann Bowlin – Olivia Collison 

Ann of Cloves – Maddie Lewin 

Raymond – Rhys Briscoe 

Commentators 1 and 2 – Zac Daley and Will Bridge 

There is also an impressive supporting cast made up of: Jess Currey-Steadman, Rylea Redgewell, Declan 

Smith, Alanna Swain, Belle Little, Paige Rodstrom, Cailey Walker, Ashley Curry, Maddie Groth, Alira 

MacAlpine, Georgia MacAlpine, Madison MacAlpine, Daniel Swain, Alexandra Turner, Bridget McLean 

and Angus Milton.  

We can’t wait to see you all shine on stage in Term 2 next year!! 


